
 Blessed  Sacrament  

-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȡ   

%ÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ 

!ÆÒÏ-ÃÅÎÔÒÉÃ ÆÏÃÕÓȟ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ 3ÁÃÒÁÍÅÎÔ #ÈÁÐÅÌ ÉÓ 

ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÐÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÏÒÄȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 

ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËÓȢ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ 

!ŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ 

hŶŎŜΣ нтлκфнс-птпмΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƘŜǊŜΗ 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ -ÁÓÓȡ  ΣΡȡΡΡ!- 

3ÔȢ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ /ǣÃÅȡ ΤΩΡ-ΨΪΥ-ΨΧΤΧ 

2ÅÃÔÏÒȡ  &ÒȢ *ÅÒÒÙ 2ÉÎÅÙȟ ÊÅÒÒÙȢÒÉÎÅÙͽÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌȢÏÒÇ  
0ÁÒÏÃÈÉÁÌ 6ÉÃÁÒȡ  &ÒȢ 3ÉÎÏÊ 0ÙÎÁÄÁÔÈȟ  ('.          
ÓÉÎÏÊȢÐÙÎÁÄÁÔÈͽÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌȢÏÒÇ 
0ÁÒÉÓÈ ,ÉÆÅ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒȡ 3Ò *ÅÁÎÎÅÔÔÅ &ÅÎÎÅ×ÁÌÄȟ 
33.$  ÐÁͽÂÌÅÓÓÅÄÓÁÃÒÁÍÅÎÔÃÈÁÐÅÌȢÏÒÇ 

 
CƻǳǊǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ    5ŜŎΦ нлΣ нлнл 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƻƭȅΣ  

ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
Inner Glow Salon  

¢h5!¸Ω{ w9!5LbD{ 

CƛǊǎǘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ τ L ǿƛƭƭ ŬȄ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ 
ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Řƛǎπ
ǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ όн {ŀƳǳŜƭ тΥм-рΣ у-мнΣ мпΣ мсύΦ 

tǎŀƭƳ τ CƻǊ ŜǾŜǊ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ   όtǎŀƭƳ уфύΦ 

{ŜŎƻƴŘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ τ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǎŜ DƻŘΣ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ōŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŜǾŜǊ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мсΥнр-нтύΦ 

DƻǎǇŜƭ τ .ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀƛŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ aŀȅ ƛǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ό[ǳƪŜ мΥнс-оуύΦ 

 



5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ                  

мс--̧ ǳƭŀƴŘŀ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ 

му--wƻōŜǊǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

нл--/ŀǘƘȅ YǊŀƳŜǊ 

нп--{ǳǎŀƴ aǳǧŜǊ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ 

о--tŀǊƪŜǊ aŀƭƻƴŜ 

Let us remember to pray for those who have recently died or 

those in the process of dying.  Remember to pray for the 

souls in purgatory, especially for those who have no one to 

pray for them. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the sick: Merle Grif-

fith, Tyler Cruppi,  Larry Conder,  Mike Coakley, Andy 

Evans,  Jason Pierce, Ruth Coble, Gary Moorman, Pam 

Wilson, Frank & Gloria Adams,  Larry Allen,  Shirley 

Schmidt,  Carol  Hatchett,  Rachel Mattingly, Nancy 

Bumm, Camilla Greer, Louise Johnson, Phillip Moorman, Jr.  

If you know of anyone seriously ill who is in need of pray-

er or visitation, please notify the office. 

 

 Please remember our home-bound:  Ruth Coble and Shirley 

Schmidt who are at Heritage Park.  Georgia Holland lives in 

St.. Louis but stays active in BSC happenings.  Please pray 

also for all who, because they are vulnerable, cannot attend 

Mass.  A card or phone call can cheer them up. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƪ ƻŦ CŀǘƘŜǊ {ƛƴƻƧ 

.ŜƘƻƭŘΗ 

L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Christmas is here! We are in the last week of Advent. I would like to wish you all a 

Blessed Christmas! Let us hope and pray that we receive abundant blessings on this 

beautiful celebration to be empowered with Peace, Joy and Hope! And let us not 

forget to share the graces we receive with our brothers and sisters around us that 

they too may experience the glory of Christôs birth. 

Todayôs Gospel gives us the account of the Annunciation. Jesusô earthly existence 

begins with Maryôs ñYes.ò His presence among us began with the conception of  

Jesus in Maryôs womb by the power of the Holy Spirit. When Mary was able to find 

favor in the sight of God, she was able to bring Jesus to this world. This truth invites 

us to find favor in the sight of God to have a worthy celebration of this Christmas. 

Mother Mary is the perfect example for us to imitate to be favored ones in the eyes 
of God. She teaches us that when we become doers of the Word of God, we become 
agents of bringing Christ to the afflicted world. Her life is a message for us that if 
we can live a holy life with our own limitations and doubts, we will be able to find 
favor in the eyes of God and bring Jesus to this world through our life. Let us coop-
erate with God to fulfill His promise of Emmanuel, God with us! 

όɅȫϊΦϊȰɅύ !ƭǿŀȅǎ 
ȫϊΦɨόɅȫϊΦϊȰɅύ YŜŜǇ                                           DƻŘ [ƻǾŜǎ ¸ƻǳΗΗ                      
όɅȫϊΦϊȰɅύɨΦϊȰ {ƳƛƭƛƴƎΗ 
ȫϊΦɨΦϊȰ      CǊΦ {ƛƴƻƧ tȅƴŀŘŀǘƘΣ IDb 
 

aŀǎǎ LƴǘŜƴǝƻƴǎ        

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нл--.Ŝǧȅ /ƭŀǊƪ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нп--5ƻƴŀƭŘ aƻƻǊƳŀƴ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нт--YŜƴƴŜǘƘ IƛƎƎǎ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ом--!ƴƴ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ ²ŀǊŘ 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ о--aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴ 

Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are pre-

sent in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love 

You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I can-

not at this moment receive You sacra-

mentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You 

were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You.  Amen 

 

 

St. Stephen Cathedral                            
Christmas Mass Schedule 

Dec. 24--4:00 PM  Christmas Eve 

            11:00 PM   ñMidnightò Mass 

Dec. 25--9 AM  Christmas Day Mass 

Confessions at St. Stephen 

Sundays--5-6 PM 

Saturdays--9:30--11:30 



Coming Events 

CALENDAR 

.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ /ƘŀǇŜƭ                  

 
 
5ŜŎΦ нл--5ŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƊŜǊ aŀǎǎ 
 
5ŜŎΦ нп--т ta  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ aŀǎǎ 
 
5ŜŎΦ ом--aŀǎǎ  с ta CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΣ            
   aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
 
WŀƴΦ мл--¢ŀƪŜ Řƻǿƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ 
    ŀƊŜǊ aŀǎǎ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мо--Ϸмрру 

²ŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳŘƎŜǘΥ  Ϸфрн 

a¢5  ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ--Ϸнсуо 

a¢5 ōǳŘƎŜǘ--ΦϷмфлп 

¸¢5 ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ--ϷнтΣном 

¸¢5 ōǳŘƎŜǘ-- ϷннΣупу         /ŀƴŘƭŜǎ--Ϸр  

 

aŀȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƎƛǾŜ 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ 

ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘΦ 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL               
OBSERVANCE 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΥ                 пǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 
aƻƴŘŀȅΥ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ /ŀƴƛǎƛǳǎΣ tǊƛŜǎǘ  
  ŀƴŘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΥ   
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΥ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ƻŦ YŀƴǘȅΣ tǊƛŜǎǘ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΥ  ¢ƘŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ  
  όƘƻƭȅ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴύ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΥ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ      
  aŀǊǘȅǊ 
bŜȄǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΥ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ            

           READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

aƻƴŘŀȅΥ {Ǝ нΥу-мпκtǎ ооΥн-оΣ мм-мнΣ нл-
  нмκ[ƪ мΥоф-пр 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΥ м {Ƴ мΥнп-нуκм {Ƴ нΥмΣ п-рΣ с-
  тΣ уκ[ƪ мΥпс-рс 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΥ aŀƭ оΥм-пΣ но-нпκtǎ нрΥп-рŀōΣ 
  у-фΣ мл ŀƴŘ мп κ[ƪ мΥрт-сс 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΥ aƻǊƴƛƴƎΥ н {Ƴ тΥм-рΣ у-мнΣ мпΣ 
  tǎ уфΥн-оΣ п-рΣ нтΣκ[ƪ мΥст-тф 
CǊƛŘŀȅΥ bƛƎƘǘΥ Lǎ фΥм-сκtǎ фсΥм-оΣ мм-

мнΣ мо ώ[ƪ нΥммϐκ[ƪ нΥм-мпΦ 
5ŀǿƴΥ Lǎ снΥмм-мнκtǎ фтΥмΣ сΣ 
мм-мнκоΥп-тκ[ƪ нΥмр-нлΦ      
5ŀȅΥ Lǎ рнΥт-млκtǎ фуΥмΣ н-оΣ о-
пΣ р-с ώоŎϐκIŜō мΥм-сκWƴ мΥм-му  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΥ !Ŏǘǎ сΥу-млΤ тΥрп-рфκtǎ омΥо-пΣ 
  сΣ уΣ мс ŀƴŘ мт κaǘ млΥмт-нн 
bŜȄǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΥ {ƛǊ оΥн-сΣ мн-мп tǎ мнуΥм-рκ  
  /ƻƭ оΥмн-нм κ[ƪ нΥнн-пл 

tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ  

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign 

of salvation and of hope. We entrust ourselves 

to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross 

took part in Jesusô pain, keeping your faith 

firm. You know what we need, and we are sure 

you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting after this 

time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father and to do as 

we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon him-

self our sufferings and carried our sorrows to 

lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the res-

urrection. Amen. Under your protection, we 

seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not dis-

dain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but 

deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin.  
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 ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴπ
ŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄǇƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΥ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ 
ōŜ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎΦ 
IƛŘŘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ 
ŀƴŘ {ƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ bŀǘƘŀƴΣ ǎǇŜŀƪπ
ƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǇƻŜǝŎŀƭƭȅ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 5ŀπ
ǾƛŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴπ
ƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ άƘƻǳǎŜΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ 
ŀ Řȅƴŀǎǘȅ ŦƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƪƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ŀǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǊǳƭŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƳŀƴΣ 
ŘŜǎǝƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊǳƭŜ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƎƛƊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾπ
Ŝƴτǎƻ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘΦ 

 

May the light of His love 
shine upon you                

And make this Christmas a 
season of joy. 

Merry Christmas! 
Father Jerry,               Father Sinoj, HGN,         

  Sister Jeannette, SSND 

Laughs of the Week 

It was coming up to Christmas and the Judge 
was in a jolly frame of mind. ñNow then, 
please tell me, what is the charge against 
you?ò ñI was caught doing my Christmas 
shopping early,ò replied the man standing 
before the Judge. ñThat doesnôt seem like an 
offense to me. What do you mean by óvery 
early?ò ñWell, your Honor,ò said the defend-
ant, ñIt was before the shop was open.ò  

A few days before Christmas, two young 
brothers were spending the night at their 
grandparentôs house. When it was time to go 
to bed and anxious to do the right thing, they 
both knelt down to say their prayers. Sudden-
ly, the younger one began to do so in a very 
loud voice. ñDear Lord, please ask Santa 
Claus to bring me a play station, a mountain 
bike and a telescope.ò His older brother leaned 
over and nudged his brother and said, ñWhy 
are you shouting your prayers? God isnôt 
deaf.ò ñI knowò he replied, ñBut Grandma is!ò  

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ 5ȅƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀƛǊŜ    

{ŀƴŦƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ 

ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  aŀȅ  ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜ 

ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΦ  aŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀƳƛŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎΦ 

https://hffdl.weshareonline.org/


[ŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлΥ     [ŀȅǎƻƴ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ                                     

               {ŀǊŀƘ aŀƭƻƴŜ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нпΥ     WŀŎǉǳŜǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ                    

               .ŀǊōŀǊŀ .ƛǎŜƭ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нтΥ      YŀǘƘƛ {ƪƛŘŘ                                    

                {ŀǊŀƘ aŀƭƻƴŜ 

¢w9!{¦w9{ Cwha h¦w ¢w!5L¢Lhb 

 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ 
ƻƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴŀǳƎƘǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƛŎŜΦ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ {ŀƛƴǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ƎƛƊ-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǎƻΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǧŜƴǝǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƎƛƊ-ōŜŀǊŜǊǎΦ Lƴ DǊŜŜŎŜΣ {ŀƛƴǘ 
.ŀǎƛƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻƭȅ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ .ŀōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΣ 
9ƭ bƛƷƻ WŜǎǵǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ [Ŝ tŜǝǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŘǳǝŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ tŝǊŜ bƻšƭΦ Lƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘΣ ōǳǘ WŜȌƝǑŜƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƎƛƊǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƭΦ Lƴ tƻƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀǊ aŀƴέ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻƊŜƴ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜΦ {ŀƛƴǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΣ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ 
ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƳƛǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ŎǊƻǿƴΦ {ƻǾƛŜǘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜπ
ǘƘǊƻƴŜ {ŀƛƴǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ CǊƻǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǧŜƳǇǘ 
ǘƻ ǎǉǳŜŜȊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ hƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘƭȅ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊǎΣ 
{ŀƛƴǘ [ǳŎȅΣ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ {ǿŜŘŜƴ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ моΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ ōŜŘΦ 
{ƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ƎƛƊǎ ƻƴ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ Řǳπ
ǝŜǎΦ Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŜŀǇǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ hƴŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ 
ŀ ǝƳŜΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƪǎ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ bƻ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƎƛƊǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƎƛƊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƎƛǾŜǊΦ 

 

 

 aŀǊȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ   

aŀȅ ƛǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘΦέ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άWƻƘƴ 

ώ¢ƘŜ .ŀǇǝǎǘϐ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΦέ  IŜ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΦ  bƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ άaŀǊȅ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ aŀǊȅΣέ  ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǝƴȅ ƘŀƳƭŜǘ ƻƴ 

ŀ ŎǊŀƎƎȅ ƘƛƭƭǘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΦ   aŀǊȅ 

ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǎƻ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ 

Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

ά̧ ŜǎΗέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ 

ǿŀǎ άaŀǊȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ aŀǊȅΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ DƻŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻŦ 

ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ DƻŘ ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǳǎ - ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŎǊŜπ

ŀǘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  CƻǊ ǳǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ 

ōŜƎƛƴ ōȅ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΣ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛƊǎ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀōƛƭπ

ƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 

ƎƛƊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻƴ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΚ  Lǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΚ 

 

 

CƛƴŘƛƴƎ LƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ά̧ ŜǎΦέ 

 There is comfort in the familiar scrip-

tures of Advent; they become woven 

into our lives and hearts as we hear them 

throughout the years. Todayôs Gospel 

focuses on Maryôs response to the angel 

Gabrielôs announcement. We can find 

inspiration in her faith and trust and in 

her response, despite her initial doubt 

and confusion. We, too, are called to put 

our faith and trust in God, even during 

times of doubt or fear. Along our jour-

ney to becoming mature disciples, we 

are called to recognize, accept, and share 

the gifts we are given. With grateful 

hearts we are called to give back to the 

Lord a generous portion of the gifts and 

blessings we receive (and we all receive 

gifts; we are each uniquely blessed). 

   Spend some time in quiet prayer dur-

ing this last week of Advent. Reflect on 

how Mary must have felt during her vis-

it from the angel Gabriel. Ask for the 

faith, trust, and courage needed to say 

ñyesò as Mary did when the Lord calls 

upon us to serve.  

  

DƛƊ /ŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ 

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ ǉǳƛȊȊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝǾƛǘȅΣ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƎƛƊǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƛǎŜ ƳŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘΚέ 

άDƻƭŘΗέ ƻƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ȅŜƭƭŜŘΦ 

                                                                                      
άCǊŀƴƪƛƴŎŜƴǎŜΗέ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ                                                                             
                 
!ƊŜǊ ŀ ǇŀǳǎŜΣ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άDƛƊ ŎŀǊŘǎΚέ 

[ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ DƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŬǊǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΦ {ƻ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƻǇŜƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƛƊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ !ƳŜƴΦ  


