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Blessed Sacrament

602 Sycamore Street ¢ Owensboro, KY 42301 ¢ 270-926-4741

www.blessedsacramentchapel.org or email at pa@blessedsacramentchapel.org

Mission Statement:

Established in the Spirit of Jesus Christ with
an Afro-centric focus, Blessed Sacrament
Chapel is committed to spreading the “Word”
through fellowship and good works.

Sunday Mass: 10:00AM
St. Stephen Cathedral Parish Office: 270-683-6525

Pastor: Father John Thomas
jthomas@sscobo.org

Parochial Vicar: Father Christopher Grief
cgrief@sscobo.org

Parish Life Coordinator: Sr. Monica Seaton, OSU
office@bscobo.org

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading:
Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
and the faithful shall abide with him in love.
(Wis 3:9)
Psalm:
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want. (Ps 23)
Second Reading:
But God proves his love for us in that while
we were still sinners Christ died for us. (Rom
5:8)
Gospel:
“For this is the will of my Father, that every-
one who sees the Son and believes in him
may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on
the las day.” (Jn 6:40)

THE COMMEMORATION OF
ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life,
and | shall raise him up on the last day.” - Jn 6:40

from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.




My Dear Parishioners:

Each one of us has moved one day closer to death. It's our common destiny. Today's Mass puts that reality
in front of us in a special way, even though at every celebrated Mass we always pray for those who have,
along with all of the saints, gone ahead of us into the next life.

Each and every Mass puts us in a holy communion with the communion of saints. This is so, because
Christ, in His Mystical Body the Church, continues to join us into Himself so He can take us back to our
Father in heaven.

Our prayers for the dead began with the first Christians who, from the very beginning, prayed for those
early martyrs. They did so in order to give thanks to Almighty God for the witness of those martyrs along
with their courage, and above all their faith. They did so because they recognized the unbreakable bond
that joins us all together in Christ, the living and the dead alike. Death cannot tear asunder the family of
Christ; death cannot tear asunder the communion that we share in Christ with each other whether we are
here on earth or have gone on into the next life.

Thirteen hundred years ago, a famous English Benedictine priest gave us some beautiful thoughts about
this. He wrote: We seem to give them back to you, O God, who gave them first to us. Yet as you did not
lose them in giving, so we do not lose them by their return. Not as the world gives do you give. What you
give you do not take away. For what is yours is also ours. We are yours and life is eternal. And love is im-
mortal, and death is only a horizon, and a horizon is but the limit of our sight. (The Venerable Bede, 673-
735)

One day death will come to claim us, but death cannot defeat us. We cannot escape you, O Death. We re-
coil from you, for you come to us from the realms of our Ancient Enemy, the one who separated himself
from the Source of Life. You come to us, O Death, from the one who defied God and then went off into
darkness. You are the ruthless destroyer of life, but victory is not yours, O Death. Christ is risen from the
tomb; His light now scatters the darkness. He brought Lazarus forth from his tomb and set him free, free
from the winding embalmment sheets that imprisoned him. You have been defeated, O Death.

For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility, and that which is mortal must clothe
itself with immortality. And when this which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility and this
which is mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall come about: "Death is
swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O Death, is your sting?" (1 Corinthians
15:53-66)

Yesterday we celebrated the Feast of All Saints', remembering those heroes and heroines who lived such
lives of faith, hope, and love here on earth that we honor them as saints who live now in heaven. But what
of those who are not yet there? What of those who have yet to achieve heaven's goal?

As Catholics we speak of Purgatory, that state of being in which we are purging away those imperfections
of ours that need to be overcome. It is a comforting doctrine. Purgatory is a statement that God's love al-
ways awaits us, awaits our total and complete response. God offers - we respond, and many of us, myself
included, are working on perfecting the quality of our responses to God's offer of love. That is what Purga-
tory is all about. That leads me to believe that many of us are working out our time in Purgatory in this life
as well as in the next.

Our Ancient Enemy, Satan and his agents, will do whatever they can to bring us into misery. As the old
adage goes: misery loves company. Satan's envy, Satan's jealousy, is because Jesus Christ gives us many
chances to choose Him and choose His Father's love.

After all, St. John tells us, God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him might not perish but might have eternal life. [John 3:16] Satan and his angels had their chances and
lost them. We still have our chances and that sends Satan and his angels into a rage of jealousy and envy.

If you go to any bookstore you will find books having to do with living purpose-filled lives. Unfortunately
many of those authors offer their insights without any reference to God, Christ, and God's Holy Spirit. For-
tunately, we have the Good Book, the lives of the holy ones in our Church, as well as the holy ones among
us who show us our true purpose in living, namely to live in union with God in Christ here on earth and
forever in heaven.

We delude ourselves if we think that is something that is easy to do. It is not. It is much easier to follow a
set of laws, rules, and regulations than it is to love others as Jesus loves. Love, true love that is loyal, faith-
ful, and committed, is hard to live out in its completeness. Why? Because love requires self-sacrifice. Love
requires that we crucify our self-centeredness, die to self-interest, and live in sensitivity, compassion, and
loving concern for others. If the truth were told, it can only be successfully done with God's grace, God's
love, and God's powerful Spirit living within our hearts and souls.

The central point facing each one of us is to acknowledge that God gives one of us in Christ His presence,
His power, and His love in His Sacraments. The unearned free gift of God's presence is here... we need
only to fully open our hearts to receive all that God wants to give us.

It can be done, and today we remember those who are trying to do it. With God's loving presence within
our hearts and souls we can live forever with all of the saints in heaven. For it seems to me that to have
lived a good life, to have loved others around you very much, to have had the grace to have wonderful
children, to have overcome one's personal and private limitations and sufferings, and to have left the lot of
those around you a little bit better than it once was, to be been genuinely loved by the people around you,
and to have died in God's good graces, is no small thing to have happened to any one of us. May God grant
that each one of here may live such a life.

Blessings,
Fr. John

Safe Environment .

The safety of our children is the responsibility of every Christian. Anyone aware of the abuse of a person |
. under the age of eighteen is required by law to report this to the proper state authorities (800-422-4453);
| local law enforcement (800-752-6200); or the Kentucky Child Abuse Hotline (toll-free: 1-877-597- 2331).
= To report abuse to the diocese, current or past, by anyone acting in the name of the Church (paid or volun-
I teer), call Louanne Payne, Pastoral Assistance Coordinator (English) on the confidential phone line: 270-
" 852-8380, or Susan Montalvo-Gesser/Miguel Quintanilla, Pastoral Assistance Coordinators (Spanish):

270-880-8360. The Diocese of Owensboro’s sexual abuse policy is available at this parish (in the book-

shelf in back of the church), in the parish office and hall, and on the diocesan website

. (https:owensborodiocese.org/safe). To make a report of sexual abuse of a minor and related misconduct by
| bishops, go to ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 1-800-276-1562



November Birthdays
5— Jamie Bisel

7—Lennox Williams,
Hank Fain,
Quinn Fain

11—Jeff Sanford

Catholics remember the holy souls in
purgatory every November. Take some
time to pray for those who have died...
and to pray with those in heaven!
<=1

Mass Intentions
November 2--Patricia Lett
November 9--Jean Murphy

November 16--Dan Halbig

Let us remember to pray for those who are
dying and those who have recently died.
Remember to pray for the souls in purgatory,
especially for those who have no one to pray
for them.

e FAMHFUL CONV\ES

Our thoughts and prayers are with the sick:
Joanne Kendall, Rollie Pike, Larry Leachman,
Dorothy Simmons, Steve Coble, Teresa Lueb-
bert, Diane Selby, Kathi Skidd, Ray Higgs, Pam
Wilson, Phil Armendarez, Cindy Heckmann,
Judy Stinett, Shaun Winchell, China Dulin, Ra-
chel Mattingly, Charlie Brown Sr, Steven Moor-
man, Philip Moorman, Jr., Ronnie Hollis, Chan-
dra Hagan, Larry Clark, Ruth Coble, Carol
Hatchett, Jordan Gertisen, Shelby Webster, Gary
Moorman. If you know of anyone who is in
need of prayer or visitation, please notify the
office.

PARISH

MEETING

Date & Time:
' N
‘ 2 November —
2025 er Mass
g4
Location:
7= . N
I\ Parish Hall )

Coming Evem§7 .

Blessed Sacrament Happenings
November 2 -- Religious Ed
November 2 -- Parish Meeting

November 13 -- Finance Meeting

November 23 -- Annual Thanksgiving

Dinner

5@@%@?@1@

October 26--$925.00
Budget--$1,300.00

MTD Collection--$11,013.00
MTD Budget--$5,200.00
YTD Collection--$33,224.59
YTD Budget--$22,100.00

May each give according to what
the Lord has blessed us with.

Thanks to everyone who practices
stewardship on a regular basis.
An active parishioner attends Mass reg-
ularly and practices stewardship
(time, talent, treasure).

GOSPEL MEDITATION

I lost my wallet this year. It was such an annoy-
ance to replace everything in it. A friend, moved
by sympathy, gave me a beautiful new one. One
month later I lost that one, too, with all my new-
ly replaced cards. No matter what I did, I could-
n’t find what I had lost. I resigned myself to nev-
er seeing either of my wallets again.

Fortunately, the Lord Jesus is not like me in this
regard. In today’s Gospel (John 6:37—40), he
says, “This is the will of the one who sent me,
that I should not lose anything of what he
gave me.” Jesus, unlike me, is ever vigilant with
what the Father has given him. He searches for
every lost soul — as the shepherd leaves the
ninety-nine to pursue the one lost sheep, or the
woman rejoices upon recovering a lost coin —
and even descends to the depths of loss on the
cross and into the realm of the dead to recover
that which seems forever lost.

On All Souls’ Day, as we remember our faithful
departed, these words kindle a hope beyond hope
in our hearts. Even the dead are not lost to Jesus,
though they may seem so to us. Nothing entrust-
ed to him by the Father is ever truly lost. So, we
may hope that every soul, no matter how wan-
dering or forgotten in life, is secure in his loving
care and destined to be raised on the last day. Of
what the Father gives him, he loses nothing.

— Father John Muir

©LPi



MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Lectors

November 2: Barbara Bisel, Greg Gough

November 9: Jacques Williams, Misty
Sanford

November 16:  Wayne Stephens, Layson
Brooks

Eucharistic Ministers
November 2: Cindy Clark, Misty Sanford,
Janet Clark
November 9: Sr. Monica Seaton, Michelle
Jones, Holly Hollis

November 16:  Greg and Denise Richardson

Greg Gough

Collection & Gifts
November 2: Dee and Brennah Brasher
November 9: Barbara Hammond,

Wonet Taylor

November 16:  Jamie, Beau, Luke Bisel

Prayer During Loss
O God,

In the midst of my grief,
be with me. Cover this
season with Your comfort
and consolation, help me
to know Your presence
and Your grace. Bring
comfort to my affliction,
and hope to my heart.

Amen.

©LPi
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ALL SOULS' DAY

NOVEMBER 2ND

We remember those who have
died this past year:

Fonda Fant

Ray Howard
Kenneth Hunt, Jr.
Larry Allen

Sam Thruston
Mike Bogdan
Pope Francis
Harry Bates
Gerald Wedlake
C.J. Chiovetti
April Brown
Calvin McHenry
Jean Murphy

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let

perpetual light shine upon them.

Readings for the Week

Monday: Rom 11:29-36/Ps 69:30-31, 33-34,
36/Lk 14:12-14

Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/
Lk 14:15-24

Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9/
Lk 14:25-33

Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-
14/Lk 15:1-10

Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-
4/Lk 16:1-8

Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3,

4-5,10-11/Lk 16:9-15

Observances for the week of November 2
Monday: St. Martin de Porres, Religious
Tuesday: St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop

-ST. MARTIN DE PORRES

Saint Martin de Porres
(December 9, 1579- November 3, 1639)

St. Martin de Porres came from the humblest of
beginnings. Born in Peru, the illegitimate son of
a Spanish knight and a previously enslaved Afri-
can woman, he was subjected to bigotry his en-
tire life. His early life was spent in deep poverty,
after his father abandoned the family. At the age
of 12 he was apprenticed to a barber-surgeon,
where he would learn the medical skills which
would gain him renown.

When he was 15, St. Martin wanted to join the
Dominicans, however, the law in Peru prevented
those of mixed-race from being members of reli-
gious orders. Undeterred, St. Martin volunteered
to do menial work for the monastery and was
allowed to live with the community. He worked
in the laundry and kitchens, but soon was given
the job of distributing money and food to the
poor. In 1601, St. Martin was allowed to take his
vows as a lay brother, despite the law. He was
put in charge of the infirmary, the post he held
until his death.

St. Martin was known for his great love of the
Eucharist, and his intense prayer. Contemporary
reports tell of levitation and light filling the
room while he prayed, even bilocation where St.
Martin was seen in distant countries despite nev-
er leaving Peru. St. Martin frequently went into
the city to care for the poor and sick, especially
the Africans who had been brought to Peru as
enslaved people. He also founded an orphanage
and school. He cared equally for all regardless of
race or status. His kindness even extended to
animals, caring for the dogs, cats and even mice
and rats at the monastery.

St. Martin was beatified by Pope Gregory XVI
on October 29, 1837, and canonized by Pope
John XXIII on May 6, 1962, the first Black saint
of the Americas. St. Martin de Porres, pray for
us!
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