Q’_ .. Pipe, Valves, Fittings, Pneumatics, Actuation, & Steam
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“Since 1978”
Greg Gough
270-685-4919 (Cell) 270-993-7120
800-787-6803 (Fax) 270-685-2559 greg @pvisupplyco.com
PO Box 1796, 1611 West 7th St., Owensboro, KY 42302

LAWNCARE

Mowing, Mulch/Rock, Spring/Fall Cleanup
- Free Estimates -
Call/Text
Ethan Gough

270-993-7122

l ® = Carpet Cleaning
em = Upholstery Cleaning
= Ceramic/Grout Cleaning

= Auto Interiors
» Area Rugs Cleaned

715 Cumberland St.

Owensbore, KY 42303

Phone: 270-684-0969 (Owensboro)

Phone: 270-827-1130 (Henderson) Jacgues Williams
Emergency: 270-315-2294 Manager

The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have gifted us in
your son Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity
kindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us, the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us

into diligent cultivators of the evangelical seeds

that make humanity and the cosmos rise
unto the confident expectation
of the new heavens and the new earth,
when with the powers of Evil overcome,
your glory shall be manifested eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
the yearning for heavenly treasures
and pour over all the earth
the joy and peace
of our Redeemer.

To you God blessed in eternity,
be praise and glory for ever and ever.

Blessed Sacrament

Mission Statement:

Established in the Spirit of Jesus Christ with
an Afro-centric focus, Blessed Sacrament
Chapel is committed to spreading the “Word”
through fellowship and good works.

Sunday Mass: 10:00AM
St. Stephen Cathedral Parish Office: 270-683-6525

Pastor: Father John Thomas
jthomas@sscobo.org

Parochial Vicar: Father Christopher Grief
cgrief@sscobo.org

Parish Life Coordinator: Sr. Monica Seaton, OSU
office@bscobo.org

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading:
Naaman went down and plunged into the Jor-
dan seven times at the word of Elisha, the
man of God. His flesh became again like the
flesh of a little child, and he was clean of his
leprosy. (2 Kgs 5:14)
Psalm:
The Lord has revealed to the nations his sav-
ing power. (Ps 98)
Second Reading:
If we have died with him we shall also live
with him; if we persevere we shall also reign
with him. (2 Tim 2:11-12)
Gospel:
Then he said to him, “Stand up and go; your
faith has saved you.” (Lk 17:19)

from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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“Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.”
- Lk 17:19



My Dear Parishioners:

Today the first reading and the Gospel talk about the same experience. They both speak
of the journey to a faith that can save. Both the Samaritan and Naaman came to a new
found faith. They are both different people at the end of their stories. In both readings
both Naaman and the Samaritan Leper realize that they needed to be healed. They also
realize that only God can do it.

So Naaman travels a long way to see the Prophet Elisa. And the Samaritan and the other
lepers in his company reach out to Jesus who many considered a prophet. They went to
these holy men to ask God for help. Their encounter with Elisa the Prophet and Jesus was
less then memorable. Elisa quite matter of factly said go wash in the river and closed the
door. Jesus simply told them to go to Jerusalem show themselves to the priests.

Neither invoked God, or uttered a prayer or touched or medicated the lesions or offered
any kind of sacrifice.

Next both Naaman and the Samaritan had to trust that God would hear and answer their
prayer. In other words they had to do what they were told even if it didn’t make sense.
If you know the story Naaman needed some convincing to go and wash in the river but
he finally went. When they were healed both Naaman and the Samaritan made a profes-
sion of faith. Naaman returned to Elisa and declared his faith in the God of Israel. The
Samaritan returned to Jesus and prostrated himself before Him and thanked Him. Jesus
to him, “your faith has saved you.”

Wow! What an incredible statement... not only was he healed physically but more im-
portantly he was brought to faith. Jesus lamented that the others even though they were
healed did not come to faith.

They failed to realize that God had given them an incredible gift. Let’s look at those four
moments a little closer. First we must know we are in need of God and are dependent on
him. Second we must ask His help. Third we must trust He will give it. Finally we must
thank him for the gift received. What do these four steps have to do with us?

Brothers and sisters, lots of people today simply don’t turn to God. Many are lost in des-
pair believing that no one can help them or they don’t realize how ill they really are. So
many of us are in denial about how ill we really are spiritually or physically. So many of
us comfort ourselves with thoughts like, I’'m not perfect but ’'m not as bad as him or
her... they’re a mess.

If Naaman or the Samaritan had not felt they were ill they would never sought to be
healed. One of the first steps in sobriety is for a person to realize that they are powerless,
over their addiction. Those in AA know only when you realize that you are powerless
can you really turn to God your higher power.

To be brought to faith we have to be humble enough to be willing to ask for help. This is so es-
sential.

Think about it... If the lepers and Naaman had not sought out help from God there is no indica-
tion that they would have been healed. It is so clear from the first reading and the Gospel that we
must open the door to our hearts for God to come in. So many of us refuse to ask for help. So
many of us let our pride get in the way of being healed.

The second step is also crucial. Both Naaman and the Samaritan had to trust that their prayers
would be answered. The stories make it clear that trust is essential. Naaman had to wash him-
self in the river. The Samaritan had to start off toward Jerusalem to show himself to the priest.
Faith, healing, God’s loving providence demand a response from us. May people never feel
God’s presence in their lives because they never really seek it out.

Finally a careful reading of the scriptures reveals that eleven people were healed that day but on-
ly two were brought to faith - - only two were saved body and soul.

Naaman and the Samaritan were saved because they believe and they returned to thank God for
his blessing. Quite frankly many of us pray a lot when times get tough. But few of us remem-
ber to be thankful or recognize God’s presence in our lives when times are good or when our
health is restored.

Yes today the scriptures remind us that we must know we are in need of God and are dependent
on him. We must be willing to ask His help. We must trust he loves us and will provide for us.
And we must thank him for the gifts received recognizing His loving providence. Only then will
we ever hear him say: “Stand up and go your faith has saved you...”

Blessings,
Fr. John

| Safe Environment
* The safety of our children is the responsibility of every Christian. Anyone aware of the abuse of a person 1
. under the age of eighteen is required by law to report this to the proper state authorities (800-422-4453); *
| local law enforcement (800-752-6200); or the Kentucky Child Abuse Hotline (toll-free: 1-877-597- 2331). I
= To report abuse to the diocese, current or past, by anyone acting in the name of the Church (paid or volun- I
I teer), call Louanne Payne, Pastoral Assistance Coordinator (English) on the confidential phone line: 270- «
852-8380, or Susan Montalvo-Gesser/Miguel Quintanilla, Pastoral Assistance Coordinators (Spanish): |
I 270-880-8360. The Diocese of Owensboro’s sexual abuse policy is available at this parish (in the book-
. shelf in back of the church), in the parish office and hall, and on the diocesan website
. (https:owensborodiocese.org/safe). To make a report of sexual abuse of a minor and related misconduct by |
I bishops, go to ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 1-800-276-1562 I



October Birthdays
13—Vicki Leonard

17—Kelly Hollis

19—Sister Monica Seaton

Mass Intentions
October 12-- Jean Murphy
October 19--Dan Halbig

October 26 -- Larry Allen

20—Dorothea Melton

Let us remember to pray for those who are
dying and those who have recently died.

Remember to pray for the souls in purgatory,
especially for those who have no one to pray
for them.

KROGER

Thanks to everyone who has designated
Blessed Sacrament Chapel as you communi-
ty reward partner.

If you do not have a community partner at
Kroger, please consider designating

Blessed /Sacrament Chapel.. Blessed Sacra-
ment’s number is WX 99. You can register
at krogercommunityrewards.com.

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Our thoughts and prayers are with the sick:
Rollie Pike, Larry Leachman, Dorothy Simmons,
Steve Coble, Teresa Luebbert, Diane Selby,
Kathi Skidd, Ray Higgs, Pam Wilson,

Phil Armendarez, Cindy Heckmann, Judy Stinett,
Shaun Winchell, China Dulin, Rachel Mattingly,
Charlie Brown Sr, Steven Moorman, Philip
Moorman, Jr., Ronnie Hollis, Chandra Hagan,
Larry Clark, Ruth Coble, Carol Hatchett, Jordan
Gertisen, Shelby Webster, Gary Moorman.

If you know of anyone who is in need of
prayer or visitation, please notify the of-

fice.

JESUS, TEACH ME
TO BE MORE MW
THANKFUL. THAT FIVE
/ POUNDS YOU
GAINED LAST
WEEK?

D

“WHERE DO YOU

THINK THE DOG
GOT THE IDEATOJ
EAT THE REST OF
YOUR OATMEAL

COOKIES?
/

\* s
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Blessed Sacrament Happenings

October 12-- No Religious Ed Fall
Break

October 19 -- No Religious Ed Fall
Break

October 5-- Info not available at publi-
cation time

Budget--

MTD Collection--
MTD Budget--
YTD Collection--
YTD Budget--

May each give according to what
the Lord has blessed us with.

Thanks to everyone who practices
stewardship on a regular basis.
An active parishioner attends Mass reg-
ularly and practices stewardship
(time, talent, treasure).

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Dorothy Day, the great Catholic activist, doubted
God’s existence. At least in her early adult years. But
something changed when after giving birth to her
daughter, she experienced an overwhelming grati-
tude. She later described how, as she held her daugh-
ter, the only appropriate response was a kind of un-
limited gratitude. She had done nothing to deserve
such a gift — this tiny, miraculous life — but there
she was, flooded with gratitude, completely undone
by the love of such a Giver.

Something similar occurs in Luke 17:19 when Jesus
tells a healed leper, “Stand up and go; your faith
has saved you.” This man had already received
physical healing through his faith. But the moment of
an even deeper transformation came when he turned
back, fell at Jesus’ feet, and gave thanks. Like Doro-
thy, this man’s gratitude led him to encounter the
Giver.

Isn’t that what we want, too? Gratitude to God has
the power to break our chains of sadness, bitterness,
and disenchantment. It empowers us to step out of the
prison of self-pity and into the reality of God’s abun-
dant love. It shifts our focus from what we lack to
what we have received, from what wounds us to what
heals us.

Where do we learn this? The Mass. The priest prays:
“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks.” Always.
Everywhere. Not just when life is easy. Not just when
prayers are answered as we expect. Gratitude is not a
passive feeling; it is an act of faith. In the eucharist,
we remember that Christ himself has given every-
thing for us. And in this act of gratitude, we are
healed.

— Father John Muir
©LPi



MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Lectors

October 12: Barbara Bisel Misty Sanford

October 19: Katie Goins, Jacques
Williams

October 26: Wayne Stephens, Layson
Brooks
Eucharistic Ministers

October 12: Cindy Clark, Michelle
Jones, Janet Clark

October 19: Denise and Greg Richardson
Holly Hollis

October 26: Rita Moorman., Greg
Gough, Barbara Bisel
Collection & Gifts

October 12: Jamie, Beau, and Luke Bisel

October 19: Barbara Hammond,
Wonet Taylor

October 26: Laverne Thames, Burnell
Hamilton

New parishioners
Gary and Linda Wahl!

B

Your Faith Has Saved You

Your faith has saved you. These are the words I pray I will
hear when my heart stops beating, when the last breath has
left my lungs.

We hear Jesus say these words, or words like them, several
times in the Gospels: to the woman bold enough to grasp
for his cloak in a crowd, to the men who testify to their
belief that he can restore their sight, to the leper kneeling
before him in thanks.

These are some of my favorite passages in all of Scripture,
because they illustrate so beautifully what salvific faith is
— and what it is not.

It’s so easy to think that I have done all the necessary work
by simply believing. Yes, Christ is my Savior. Yes, the
Church is his bride. Yes, this doctrine is true, that dogma
is infallible, so on and so forth.

I believe!

Well, so what? Satan believes, too. It doesn’t do him any
good.

The lepers had faith — so they begged Jesus to heal them.
They had faith — so they followed his instructions and
went to the priests. Their faith was sufficient to motivate
these actions, which led to their physical healing. But only
one had faith strong enough to understand that physical
healing doesn’t mean anything without spiritual results.
Only one had enough faith to go back to the source of his
healing and say, “Thank you. Now what?”

I have enough faith to know that God can heal me. But do
I have enough faith to embrace the purpose for which He
heals me?

If Jesus tells you that your faith has saved you, he isn’t
talking about faith as merely an internally held belief. In
each of these Gospel passages, he’s talking about faith as a
conviction that is making itself seen. Heard. Felt. He’s
talking about an arm that is reaching for the hem of a gar-
ment, a voice that says “I believe” or a knee that is bent in
gratitude.

He’s talking about faith that is so strong it becomes action.
This is the faith I hope I can have.

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman ©LPi

Readings for the Week

Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Lk 11:29-32

Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk
11:37-41

Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9/Lk
11:42-46

Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-
6ab/Lk 11:47-54

Friday: Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11/Lk
12:1-7

Saturday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-

13,17-18/Lk 10:1-9

Observances for the week of October 12

Tuesday: St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr

Wednesday: St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and
Doctor of the Church

Thursday: St. Hedwig, Religious; St.
Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin

Friday: St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and
Martyr

Saturday: St. Luke, Evangelist

Prayer of Gratitude
Dear Lord,

Every day is full of blessings from
Your generous hands. Thank You for
waking us this morning, filling our
lungs with breath. Thank you for the
ways You are healing our past, work-
ing in the present, and opening possi-
bilities for the future.

Amen.

©LPi

The Father Who Knows What You Want

It’s easy to give your kid what he’s asking for. It’s hard
to give him what he wants.

If a kid asks to eat an ice cream cone, there’s nothing
wrong with giving him one. But if he’s grumpily de-
manding an ice cream cone at 7:45 in the morning,
what he wants — whether he realizes it or not — is
some protein and whole grains and a little encourage-
ment to get him going on his day.

So you give him eggs and toast, and you watch him
struggle to accept it. Sometimes he does and sometimes
he doesn’t, but either way, you’ll be here. You’ll for-
give him for whatever names he calls you and you’ll
put the healthy breakfast in the fridge, waiting for him
when he’s ready to eat it.

“Increase my faith.” I’ve said it to God plenty of times,
imagining a prayer life that is effortless and a sacra-
mental life that is uncomplicated, an acceptance of truth
that is unshakeable. Easy faith — that’s what I’m ask-
ing for, and lots of it, please.

But easy faith isn’t faith at all, and faith that you aren’t
strong enough to hold will break your arms. And what
God will never do is say, “Sure, kiddo, here you go,”
and pass off a false gift as the real thing, just to make
us both feel good. He won’t hand me something I’'m
not strong enough to hold.

That would be a classic lazy-father move. That would
be an ice-cream-cone-at-7:45 a.m. move.

Instead, He watches carefully while I navigate the
bumpy terrain of the spiritual life, ready to whisper
directions in my ear. He holds his breath while the chal-
lenges of this world create deep grooves in my soul —
and then He irrigates those grooves with the life-giving
waters of grace, transforming them into valleys of con-
solation and respite.

Sometimes I call Him names. Sometimes I refuse what
He’s offering. It’s not what I asked for, after all.

But it’s what [ want. Luckily, He knows that better than
me.

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

©LPi



