6™ SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 10, 2026

BLESSED SACRAMENT

602 Sycamore Street « Owensboro, KY 42301 « 270-926-4741
www.blessedsacramentchapel.org or email at office@bscobo.org

Mission Statement:

Established in the Spirit of Jesus Christ with
an Afro-centric focus, Blessed Sacrament
Chapel is committed to spreading the
“Word” through fellowship and good works.

St. Stephen Cathedral Parish Office: 270-683-6525

Pastor: Father John Thomas
jthomas@sscobo.org

Parochial Vicar: Father Christopher Grief
grief@sscobo.org

Parish Life Coordinator: Sr. Monica Seaton, OSU
office@bscobo.org

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came out of many
possessed people, and many paralyzed or crippled people were
cured. There was great joy in that city. (Acts 8:7-8)

Psalm:

Letall the earth cry out to God with joy. (Ps 66)

Second Reading:

For Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of
the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God. (1 Pt 3:18)

Gospel:

“Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one
who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father,
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. . . “And whoever loves me will be loved by my
and I will love him and reveal myselfto him.” (Jn 1421) Father, and | will love him and reveal myself to him.”

- Jn 14:20-21




My Dear Parishioners:

As we continue through the Season of Easter, we have been blessed to see God's work among us.
Over and over again, the Church has shown us the way to love. That love is best expressed and
experienced through Jesus himself. Every one of us has a desire and need for love. To be loved
and to express love, to receive love and to offer it. The world, however, has warped our minds and
understandings of what TRUE love really is. So we so often seek to fill this desire in ways that do
not really satisfy or last.

It is interesting that so many young people think of love as something inexpressible and
unknowable in itself, as if it is the unutterable mystery that a person can only experience, but
never define. There is certainly mystery in human existence, mystery that will always evade the
grasp of human reason and thus resist our attempts to contain it in a simple definition. I think I'd
have to argue, though, that love is not this mystery.

God, rather, is the unutterable mystery. And it is true that "God is love" (1 Jn 4, 8). But our love is
not God. God's love is God. But human love, married love, erotic love, friendship, self-love and
affection are all open to being clearly and distinctly understood. This does not mean that our
relationships will lack that superabundance or that inexhaustible quality that characterizes
mystery. Rather, being clear about the difference between genuine love and those other loves that
are less stable can go a long way in maximizing a person's chances of having a successful
marriage.

The very word 'confusion' means 'fused with', or indistinct. If we misunderstand the nature of love
and fail to understand how a genuinely human love differs from other kinds of relationships that
we in the English world designate by that same word 'love', then we remain confused about love.
Mystery is overwhelming, not confusing. And there is no doubt that the Western World is
confused about love. We have been singing about it and celebrating it for decades now, yet
consider the ever increasing divorce rate.

To understand love, let us begin with what the West typically regards as love. I am referring to
the experience of 'falling in love'. I think one of the best things we can do for people is to
remind them that it is only when a couple fall out of love that the real work of love can be
initiated. This is from Psychiatrist Scott Peck's best selling book, The Road Less Traveled

(p. 88). He writes:

Of all the misconceptions about love the most powerful and pervasive is the belief that "falling
in love" is love or at least one of the manifestations of love...the experience of falling in love is
specifically a sex-linked erotic experience. We do not fall in love with our children even
though we may love them very deeply... We fall in love only when we are consciously or
unconsciously sexually motivated...the experience of falling in love is invariably temporary.

No matter whom we fall in love with, we sooner or later fall out of love if the relationship
continues long enough. This is not to say that we invariably cease loving the person with
whom we fell in love. But it is to say that the feeling of ecstatic lovingness that characterizes
the experience of falling in love always passes. The honeymoon always ends. The bloom of
romance always fades (p. 84-85).



<% = May Birthdays
8—Mary Ann Terry
i 12—Cindy Clark
Brent Hatchett
14—Steve Coble
16—Brennah Brashear
22—Charles Brown, Sr.
26—Diane Hatchett
30—Karen Leachman,
31—Barbara Hammond,
Layson Brooks

Mass Intentions

May 10 - Larry Allen
May 17 - Jean Murphy
May 24 - April Brown

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
sick: Barb Bisel, Mike Dunn, Phaedra
Fuchs, Renee Perkins, Rita Moorman,
Joanne Kendall, Rollie Pike, Larry
Leachman, Dorothy Simmons, Steve
Coble, Teresa Luebbert, Diane Selby,
Kathi Skidd, Ray Higgs, Pam Wilson, Phil
Armendarez, Cindy Heckmann, Judy
Stinett, Shaun Winchell, China Dulin,
Rachel Mattingly, Charlie Brown Sr,
Steven Moorman, Philip Moorman, Jr.,
Ronnie Hollis, Chandra Hagan, Ruth
Coble, Carol Hatchett, Jordan Gertisen,
Shelby Webster, Gary Moorman. If you
know of anyone who is in need of
prayer or visitation, please notify the
office.

Let us remember to pray for those
who are dying and those who have
recently died.

Remember to pray for the souls in
purgatory, especially for those who
have no one to pray for them.
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May 10-Mother’s Day

May 10- No Religious Ed -
Summer Break o®

May 17-Graduate Blessing
at Mass

May 3--$1,977.50
Budget--$1,300.00

MTD Collection--$1,977.50
MTD Budget--$1,300.00
YTD Collection--$86,664.96
YTD Budget--$58,200.00

May each give according to
what the Lord has blessed
us with.

Thanks to everyone who practices
stewardship on a regular basis. An
active parishioner attends Mass
regularly and practices stewardship
(time, talent, treasure).

GOSPEL MEDITATION

In my family, we can hardly speak about orphans without
tears. My father was adopted as a baby. He frequently told
us stories of how his parents welcomed him not just into
their home but into their hearts. It was never merely a
relocation or a legal transaction. It was the joy of being
chosen, of receiving a family, a name, and a place where
he belonged forever. Even in his later years, recalling that
gift still moves him to tears of tender gratitude.

That is the kind of tenderness behind Jesus’ words in
today’s Gospel: “I will not leave you orphans; I will
come to you.” (John 14:18) He is going away, but not
abandoning us. Instead, he sends us the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit — his own Spirit, shared with the Father — who
dwells in us. Through the Spirit, Christ is present in us, and
we are present in him. His Spirit gives us a home and a
family.

We deepen this knowledge in the sacraments, in prayer,
and in the daily life of the Church. The Spirit is the bond of
belonging, the power that makes us God’s sons and
daughters, not spiritual orphans. And this is not a one-time
event. There is always a deeper outpouring of the Spirit
available to us, a fresh appropriation of the promise that

we are never abandoned.

If only we could be as grateful as my dad is for his

adoption, realizing that we have been adopted by God
Himself. In Christ, we are never left as orphans.

— Father John Muir
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Readings for the Week § %

Monday: Acts 16:11-15Ps 149:1b2, 34, S-6aand 2 . !53
9b/In 15:26-16:4a

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138: 1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-
&I 16:5-11

Wednesday: Acts 17:15,22-18:1/Ps 148: 1-2, 11-12,
13,14/In16:12-15

Thursday: Acts 1:15-17,20-26/Ps 113: 1-2, 34, 5-6,
78/ 159-17

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps47:2-3,4-5,6-7/Jn 16:220-23
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47: 2-3, 89, 10/n
1623b-28

Observances for the Week

Tuesday: Saints Nereus and Achilleus,
Martyrs; St. Pancras, Martyr
Wednesday: Our Lady of Fatima
Thursday: St. Matthias, Apostle

Friday: St. Isidore

IRSTPCOMMUNION

Congratulations: Beau, Lila, and Sam

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Owensboro and
saint Stephen Cathedral Invite you tor

CORPUS CHRISTT PROCESSION

DESPAIR OF THI
MERCY OF GOD.

Beginning at Sts. Joseph and Paul Catholic Church
609 E 4th St, Owensboro, KY 42303
Ending at Saint Stephen Cathedral

SUNDAY | JUNE7 | 3:00 PM

Y B

-5T. ISIDORE OF SEVILLE

1CE CREAM SOCIAL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PROCESSION
ANDADORATION [N SAINT STEPHEN COMMUNITY CENTER




DAY
Blessing for Mother’s Day
Dear Lord,

Pour your goodness and grace upon the women of our community today in a special way.
o For mothers: fill them with joy and blessing.
For those who have lost children: hold them in their sorrow.

For those who have hoped for children: surround them with Your love.

For those who have lost a mother: may they know Your comfort.

For those carrying difficulty on this day: bring them consolation.

Bless all women this day. Thank you for the love they bring to this world, no matter their
circumstances or story.

Amen.
Ministry Schedule
Lectors Eucharistic Ministers Collection & Gifts
May Misty Sanford lely Hollis Dee & Brennah
. . Cindy Clark
10 Katie Goins Brashear
Janet Clark
May Greg Gough Greg & Denise Richardson Barbara Hammond
17 Sister Monica Seaton Misty Sanford Wonet Taylor




Pastor’s Corner Continued...

People are generally shocked to hear this for the first time, especially young people, and it is inevitably
received as bad news. But bad news it is not. In fact, it is very good news. For the end of this kind of
love that is 'falling in love' can mark the beginning of greater things. When a couple find themselves at
this point, that is, at the point of falling out of love, the relationship is at a crossroads. They can go one
way, towards something richer, towards a discovery of what married love is really meant to be, or they
can allow their relationship to disintegrate.

Often we hear others speak of how much they love this or that, for example pizza or Krispy Kreme
donuts. What do people really mean by this? They mean that they love what these things do for them. It
does not mean that one actually loves the donut. In our culture, we speak so freely and casually of love,
yet really have so little true understanding of its truest expression.

Jesus, as always gives us the example.

Easter Blessings! Fr. John
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IMP—Kroger
Thank you to everyone who has designated Blessed Sacrament as your community
reward partner. If you do not have a community reward partner, please designate
Blessed Sacrament. Blessed Sacrament’s # is WX799.
Go to krogercommunityrewards.com to register. Thanks for your support.

Safe Environment The safety of our children is the responsibility of every Christian. Anyone aware of the abuse of a
person under the age of eighteen is required by law to report this to the proper state authorities (800-422-4453);
local law enforcement (800-752-6200); or the Kentucky Child Abuse Hotline (toll-free: 1-877-597- 2331). To report

abuse to the diocese, current or past, by anyone acting in the name of the Church (paid or volunteer), call Louanne

Payne, Pastoral Assistance Coordinator (English) on the confidential phone line: 270-852-8380, or Susan Montalvo-

Gesser/Miguel Quintanilla, Pastoral Assistance Coordinators (Spanish): 270-880-8360. The Diocese of Owensboro’s
sexual abuse policy is available at this parish (in the bookshelf in back of the church), in the parish office and hall,
and on the diocesan website (https:owensborodiocese.org/safe). To make a report of sexual abuse of a minor and

related misconduct by bishops, go to ReportBishopAbuse.org or call 1-800-276-1562
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